HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
sense. In this he is perfectly correct, and this attitude
always emerges in periods when conceptions of status
are giving way to those of freedom of contract.
Under conceptions of status, as in Feudal society, the
great prince regards himself as powerful by the grace
of God, or, in Soviet society, by the will of the re-
volutionary proletariat. Under capitalism the success-
ful man attributes his power to superior qualities of his
own. The rest of humanity are not responsible for
thek weaknesses nor even for the subversiveness of
thek opinions, and they should be treated with kind-
ness and tipped liberally whenever occasion arises.
Money will buy thek loyalty. A smile will win thek
esteem. How can this humble leaven of humanity ever
rise to continuous action in pursuit of its Utopian
dreams? The answer is obvious. It cannot. In
considering history, therefore, it is vain to thitilr of
"movements" and "epochs" as having any real
significance for the common man. Such happenings
are clearly the doings of dominating, ambitious men,
or of inspked, irresponsible intellectuals who carry the
masses with them only for the twinkling of an eye.
When we review, on a shore trip from our cruising
liner, the ruins of ages long since passed away, it is not
to the spectacular temples, palaces and churches that
we should turn our eyes but to the humble dwellings
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